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In this era of self-proclaimed “fake news”
and “alternative facts,” documentary is more
essential than ever to represent the stories
of global citizens marginalized in their own
countries. Shine Global has always focused
its producer’s eye on at risk-children and
their families, telling their stories in an
intimate way that makes audiences sit up
and take notice, compelling them to act on
their behalf.
 
So it was throughout 2018, as Shine Global
partnered with filmmakers who introduced
the world to memorable children of
remarkable resiliency.
 
Aaron and Amanda Kopp’s Liyana
premiered in theaters across the country
after an award-filled festival run. By sharing
the stories of 5 unforgettable orphans in
Swaziland – the country with the world’s
highest HIV infection rate – we are
encouraging young people to believe in the
power of their own voices as they look for
world-changing solutions within themselves.
 
2018 was also the year that Shine worked
with filmmakers depicting the impact of the
criminal justice system on kids in two
different ways. Denali Tiller and Rebecca
Stern, respectively director and producer of
Tre Maison Dasan, gave us an intimate look
at the stories of three young boys struggling
to stay close with their incarcerated parents.
The film is part of a campaign for better
visitation practices to support both children
and their parents.

We also worked with director André Robert
Lee on our forthcoming doc Virtually Free,
about the need to end the incarceration of
children. Determined to give them a chance,
artists and activists work with detained
teens to create art that gives them a voice
in educating their community, including the
police force, about the impact of
incarceration on adolescents. The film is
scheduled to be released in 2020.
 
And finally, against the backdrop of the
2018 midterm elections, we released our
first digital series, “The Election Effect,”
produced with Paramount Network. The
series explored the impact of the 2016
national election rhetoric on the well-being
of American kids and gave us hope through
their pro-social responses to bullying. Its 5
episodes were directed by André Robert
Lee, Kristi Jacobson, Annie Eastman,
Becca Roth, and Jerald Harkness and
featured youth from across the country and
political spectrum.
 
Our children – the world’s children – need
filmmakers’ attention more than ever. Thank
you for understanding the urgency and
supporting Shine Global.



Produce inspiring films and
compelling content about at-risk
children and their families
Tailor distribution and outreach to
connect with diverse audiences
Encourage social change through
powerful engagement campaigns

SHINE GLOBAL GIVES VOICE TO 
CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
BY TELLING STORIES OF THEIR
RESILIENCE TO RAISE AWARENESS,
PROMOTE ACTION, AND INSPIRE 
CHANGE.

WHAT DO WE DO?

Our films have won more than 80
major awards, including an
Academy Award® for Best
Documentary Short Subject for
Inocente and an Academy Award®-
nomination for War/Dance.
More than 4 million viewers have
seen our films on platforms such as
MTV, EPIX, Netflix, iTunes,
Facebook, and DVD, as well as in
theaters, schools, and community
organizations.
Our films have been screened in
support of pro-child legislation and
community investment.

OUR PASSION AND HARD WORK
HAVE BEEN REWARDED:

of kids have benefited 
from the films and

educational materials

films

S

screenings on Capitol
Hill

24
curricula, discussion guides, and art
workshops to help different audiences use
and discuss the films and the issues they
document
 

awards

of organizations have used Shine's
films and materials to further their
pro-social work for children and
families 

S

countries reached by Shine
Global films



5
Award-Winning
Directors

7
Inspiring
Students

12.7k
Facebook
Engagements

1.6m
Reach on
Facebook

"The Election Effect," a five-part documentary series,
showcases life for the next generation of voters. Produced
with Paramount Network, the series describes conflicts
arising out of the election and its rhetoric that were met with
courage, innovation, and activism. 
 
Each of the five award-winning directors created episodes
that highlight one or two teens, from different backgrounds
and political perspectives, who are working to understand
what is happening in their communities and to stand up for
increased communication, empathy, and respect between
groups with different views and ways of life.
 
With “The Election Effect” and the accompanying Discussion
Guides, Shine Global provides teachers, parents, and
community leaders with the tools to promote civil discourse
among students. These skills include listening respectfully to
other opinions and trying to understand different points of
view --  crucial skills to function effectively in a democracy.

“THERE ARE STRONG DIVISIONS IN THIS COUNTRY...
I HOPE TO HELP BEGIN TO MEND THOSE DIVISIONS
AND IT STARTS BY JUST TALKING TO PEOPLE.”



32
Festival
Awards

30
Cities with
theatrical
screenings

134
Screenings

100%
Score on Rotten
Tomatoes -
Audience and Critics

A Swazi girl embarks on a dangerous quest to rescue her
young twin brothers. This animated African tale
is born in the imaginations of five orphaned children in
Swaziland who collaborate to tell a story of
perseverance drawn from their darkest memories and
brightest dreams. Their fictional character’s journey
is interwoven with poetic and observational documentary
scenes to create a genre-defying celebration of
collective storytelling.
 
After an extremely successful festival run (winning over 32
awards), Liyana had its red carpet premiere in New York
City in October with Executive Producer Thandie Newton
and three of the children featured in the film.

“I WANT PEOPLE TO REMEMBER, 
I AM THE STORYTELLER.”



7
Awards

21
Community
Screenings

54
Organizational
Partnerships

15
Festivals

Tre Maison Dasan is an intimate portrait of three
boys growing up, each with a parent in prison.
Told directly through the child’s perspective, the film
is an exploration of relationships and separation,
masculinity, and coming of age in America when a
parent is behind bars.
 
One out of every fourteen children in the U.S. has a parent
who is currently or has previously been incarcerated. In
other words, a staggering 7% of our nation’s youth –
an estimated 5 million children – have experienced the
incarceration of a parent at one point in their lives.

“THE SYSTEM DOES NOT HAVE ANY FEELINGS,
IT JUST KNOWS WHAT IT IS TOLD TO DO."
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Filming
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Every year more than 300,000 kids are confined in juvenile
detention in the US, limiting their potential to succeed in life. 
In Richmond, Virginia families, police, judges, artists, and
activists have united to stop this trend in their own
community.  Virtually Free (working title) is a documentary
about these unlikely allies who partner to transform
Richmond’s juvenile justice system and stop the mass
incarceration of its youngest citizens.
 
The film will serve as one piece of a multi-media installation
experience that invites audiences to understand the impact
of incarceration on teens and to re-imagine the juvenile
justice system with alternatives to detention. Other
components include the art installation created by the teens,
including a VR experience, police training curriculum created
by our partner Performing Statistics, and standards-based
curricula for teachers.

"WHEN I CLOSE MY EYES I SEE MYSELF IN DETENTION
BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I AM SOMEBODY
I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I MATTER
BUT THIS SYSTEM IS TAKING MY LIFE."



The IGNITE Screening Series,
supported by the National Endowment
for the Arts, brought six compelling
films to numerous states, empowering
thousands of young people in ways
unique to each film. The educational
materials provided to the screening
hosts will continue to ensure that both
students and teachers can shift from
inspiration to action, long after the
screening ends.
 
Our audiences were exposed to films
they otherwise would not have had a
chance to see. They felt it was a
positive and inspiring experience, and
many were further inspired to share
the films and to take action on the
issues presented.
 

88%

86%

85



This award-winning documentary follows
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish children as they
partner in a dance competition in Jaffa, Israel.

Zulema, Perla, and Victor are three American
child migrant farmworkers who struggle to
preserve their childhoods while helping their
families survive by picking the food we all eat.

64 min  | PG

80 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up

Academy Award® Winner for Best Documentary
Short, Inocente is an inspiring coming of age
story of a 15-year-old girl in California. Though
homeless and undocumented, she refuses to
give up on her dream of being an artist.

40 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up

28-year-old Pushpa Basnet struggles to provide
a typical childhood for the more than 150
children she has rescued from the floors of
Nepal’s prisons when she is recognized as the
2012 CNN Hero of the year.

40 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up

A genre-defying documentary that tells the story
of five children in Swaziland who turn past trauma
into an original fable about a girl named Liyana
who embarks on a perilous quest to save her
young twin brothers.

76 min  | Recommended for ages 9 and up

Tre and Quillan, two teenage boys on the road to
the BMX World Championships, hope to escape
one of the toughest gang neighborhoods in
London with the only thing they have — a bike.

90 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up

The harrowing and uplifting stories of trafficking
and rescues at a girls’ shelter in Thailand, start to
come apart as the filmmakers question the girls
and the shelter’s founder. 

80 min  | Recommended for ages 13 and up

87 min  | G - Recommended for ages 8 and up

This film follows Aisholpan, a 13-year-old
nomad girl, as she prepares to take on the all-
male, all-grown-up world of Eagle Hunters at
the annual Festival in the snow-capped Altai
Mountains of North West Mongolia. 

A documentary about unlikely allies who partner
to transform the juvenile justice system and stop
mass incarceration.

Currently in Post-Production - Coming 2020

This Academy Award®-nominated and Emmy-
winning documentary follows three children who
triumph over civil war and the Lord’s Resistance
Army, finding hope in the future by competing in
Uganda’s national music and dance festival.

90 min  | PG-13

Five short documentaries that showcase
teenagers in five states across the country. Each
focuses on a different issue or aspect of life, but all
address what life is like as a young person in the
wake of the polarizing 2016 election. 

"The Difference” is a short documentary series that e
xplores the powerful stories of children whose l
ives have positively – sometimes vitally – changed b
ecause of their relationship with a mentor.

 23 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up45 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up

Reunites the filmmakers with the residents of
Patongo for the first Ugandan screening of the
film.

16 min  | Recommended for ages 13 and up

Create stimulating learning experiences that
encourage discussion 
Tap into adolescents’ desire to make meaningful
social contributions 
Increase awareness of other cultures
Develop media literacy skills

Told directly through the eyes of the children
themselves, Tre Maison Dasan is a moving
portrait of three unforgettable young boys
struggling to grow up with a parent in prison. 

94 min  | Recommended for ages 10 and up





Contributed Income ($)

Foundation Grants
Government Grants
Corporate Donations
Individual Donations
Events & Auctions

226,178
45,000

5,250
152,804
141,904

SUBTOTAL 
Contributed Income $571,137

Earned Income ($)

Fiscal Sponsorship
License Fees
Other/Production Fees

43
46,834

100

SUBTOTAL 
Earned Income $46,977

TOTAL INCOME $618,115

Expenses ($)

Program Services
Management & General
Fundraising

378,700
129,503

40,482

TOTAL EXPENSES $548,686

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) $69,429
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